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Bombay, but our Austrian steamer was captured on her
voyage back at Port Said, as the papers later reported.
The P. & 0. steamer that arrived that week was 55. 5a/sette,
and she had had a very dangerous voyage, something having
gone wrong with her engines on the way. The Marienbad
had also received an S.O.S. from her in the Arabian Sea and
was hurrying to the rescue when she was informed that alt
was well and that the necessary repairs had been effected.
Mrs. Besant knew that I was due that week and thought
j must have come by the 5a/sette. i received an anxious.
telegram from her from Madras soon after reaching Benares
congratulating me on my safe return after such a terrible
yoyage. I telegraphed back to her conveying her my hearty
thanks and respectful greetings and assuring her that I had
a most comfortable voyage by the Manenbad. \ was happy
to be back home and they received me most kindly at the
old Central Hindu School and College. Many of my teachers
had unfortunately left after the crisis of the previous year,
but I was happy to find my old professor of Philosophy,
Professor Adhikari371, officiating at the time as Principal and
Mr. Taraporevala as Headmaster. Then I met for the first
time another notable figure, Prof. De375, who must be included
among the old guard as his inspiration was also Theosophy
and Mrs. Besant, though he did not join The Society till 1913.
He has just retired (1940) after giving 27 years of honorary
and continuous service to the Hindu University and all his
life's savings besides.

Mrs. Besant went to England every year that I was
there, and I used to see her at 82 Drayton Gardens, the
beautifully furnished and richly appointed home of her